
Aardvark

Male name: Boar
Female name: Sow
Newborn name: Cub
Group name: Solitary animals
Lifespan: 23 years
Description: Stocky body, short neck and a strongly arched back with powerful legs. Long clawed nails, for digging. 
Elongated heads with long, tubular ears, sticking upright. Snouts are long and narrow with nostrils that can be 
sealed. They have a short and muscular, cone shaped tail. Hair wears off in adulthood mostly. They are thick 
skinned and don't possess a fat layer. They gather prey on their 30cm long, sticky nose.
Colours and markings: Pinkish-grey, little hair, dark coloured hair covers legs.
Digits: 5 (hind feet), 4 (fore feet). Aardvarks are Digitigrades, which means they walk on their digits, as they are also 
quadrupeds and are also fossorial in nature, as they burrow, and can dig up to 60cm deep in 15 seconds.
Teeth: Peg-like molars and premolars, but no incisors or canines. Teeth lack enamel, but are tubules composed of a 
dentine like substance. Cubs have a full set of milk teeth, including canines.
Senses: Poor vision, colour blind. Acute sense of hearing. Ears move independently. Ears folded back and closed 
while tunnelling. Great sense of smell.
Sounds: Grunts and bleats when scared or threatened.
Tongue length: 30cm
Tail length: 70cm
Adult weight: 60kg-80kg 
Newborn weight: 1.7kg-1.9kg
Sexual dimorphism: Males are larger. Sides of the face and tail are pale coloured. Lighter in females, darker in 
males.
Distribution: Widely over the South of the Sahara and South Africa, but not in the Sahara or Namib deserts.
Habitat: Semi-arid areas, grasslands, Savannas, rainforests, woodlands. They avoid swampy and rocky terrain. 
Temperate, tropical habitat. Prefers sandy soil as it's easier to dig. They make extensive tunnel systems; multiple 
entrances; numerous chambers. Burrow entrances are often plugged, with a vent at the top.
Highest altitude: 3,200m
Migration: None, not a migrant.
System: Terrestrial
Current population trend: Stable population - Not increasing or decreasing.
Primary diet: Ants and termites. They are insectivores as their diet is myrmecophagous. They also eat a plant 
called an aardvark cucumber. This is the only plant they eat and is the only cucumber that is known to grow 
underground. This helps them reach their water requirements easily, along with the ants and termites they 
eat. They don't chew their prey, swallowing insects whole and ground down in a muscular stomach 
instead. They can eat over 50,000 insects in one night.
Trophic level: Carnivore
Speed: 23-26mph
Reproduction: They are polygynous, having multiple mates. The mother gives birth to a naked cub, which 
will remain in the burrow for about two weeks. At six months it can dig and 12 months it equals the size of 
an adult. They are dioecious and give live birth (viviparous).
Mating period: May-July
Gestation period: 7 months
Raised by: Mother
Eyes open: 2-3 days
Weaning period: 16 weeks
Sexual maturity: 2 years
Average time until independence: 6 months

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus Species

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Tubulidendata Oryeteropodiae Orycteropus Orycteropus afer
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60
cm



How many newborns at once: 1
Breed interval: Annually
Teat number: 4
Behaviour: Nocturnal and solitary
Social group size: 1
Use: The aardvarks meat, skin, claws and teeth are used for food and trinkets as well as for medicinal purposes. 
Threats: Bushmeat trade and habitat loss appear to be the only threats. 
Heat source: Endothermic and Homoiothermic
Average basal metabolic rate: 34.275 Watts
Notes:

• They only come out at night, unless they are soaking up heat in the mornings. 
• Forages in a zigzag pattern. 
• Defences the insects make towards all myrrecophagous animals don't affect aardvarks.
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