
Aardwolf

Male name: Dog
Female name: Bitch
Newborn name: Pup or cub
Group name: Solitary animals
Lifespan: 20 years
Description: A thick mane running from the back of the head to the tail. All aardwolves have slender skulls. Their 
forelegs are longer than their hind legs, just like hyenas.
Colours and markings: Dark stripes on buff yellow or dark brown fur. Intermittent spots or stripes on a pale grey-
white neck. Feet are usually solid black with irregular horizontal stripes. 
Ears and hearing: Aardwolves have large, pointy ears. They have excellent hearing that enables them to locate the 
whereabouts of their prey. Their ears move independently, locating the direction of the sounds.
Nose and smell: A good sense of smell.
Eyes and sight: Good eyesight.
Limbs: 4, 2 forelegs and 2 hindlegs.
Digits: 5 on each foot.
Walking position: Quadruped and a digitigrade.
Track size: 5cm (2")
Teeth: Reduced, peg like canines, but lacking molars. They are quite weak.
Skin covering: Hair is long with coarse guard hair. Their muzzles are hairless.
Sounds: They rarely make any sound, only when they are threatened. They bark when threatened.
Tongue: The tongue is flat and sticky, but most probably long (although unkown) to help lick up 
termites off the floor.
Tail: 20cm - 30cm (7.8" - 11.8")
Length (without tail): 55cm - 80cm (21.6" - 31.4")
Height (to shoulder): 48cm - 50cm (18.8" - 19.6")
Adult weight: 9kg - 14kg (19.8lb - 30.8lb)
Sexual dimorphism: No differences.
Distribution: Found in two different areas; Eastern and Northeastern Africa and Southern Africa.
Habitat: Open, grassy plains, but absent from forests and pure desert.
Native location: Angola, Botswana, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe.
Highest altitude: 2,000m (6,600ft)
Migration: None, not a migrant.
System: Terrestrial
Current population trend: Stable - Not increasing or decreasing.
Primary diet: Termites. Aadwolves lap them up off the ground and consume around 300,000 in one night. 
However, they have been known to eat small rodents.
Trophic level: Carnivore
Eating habits: Every night
Foraging pattern: Travels up to 6 miles (9.6km) in one night.
Top speed: 25mph 
Scat type: Medium sized, oblong shape which is usually covered over.
Territory: 0.6 - 2.5 square miles (1 - 4 square km) in size. They mark their territory with a 
musky fluid that they secrete through their anal glands.
Reproduction: The cubs remain underground for the first month. After that, they 
increase foraging distance every couple of months. They are dioecious and give live 
birth (viviparous). The cubs, when first born, are known as atricial (relying on their 
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Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Hyaenidae Proteles Proteles cristata



parents to look after them).
Mating period: June - July
Gestation period: 90 days
Raised by: Mother and father. They both care for the cubs during the first year, with the male guarding the den while 
the female forages for food.
Eyes open: When they are born.
Weaning period: 3-4 months
Sexual maturity: 1 year
Average time until independence: 1 year
How many newborns at once: 2-5
Breed interval: Annually
Teat number: 4
Newborn weight: 275g
Social structure: Solitary, unless caring for cubs, in which both the male and female partake in.
Daily rhythm: Nocturnal
Use: Consumed by indigenous tribes and used in medicine.
Threats: Farmers mistaking aardwolves for hyenas and other predators, pest control and road collisions are the 
main threats towards them. 
Predators: Humans, domestic dogs and black backed jackals.
Defences: They raise their fur to look bigger and don't show their teeth, hoping that the predator believes they will 
have big teeth.
Diseases: No known diseases.
Heat source: Endothermic and homiothermic
Average body temperature: 309.59 Kelvin
Average basal metabolic rate: 34.275 Watts
CITES listing: III in Botswana
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