
Aardwolf

Male name: Dog
Female name: Bitch
Newborn name: Pup or Cub
Group name: Usually solitary
Lifespan: 20 years
Description: A thick mane running from the back of the head to the tail. All aardwolves have large, pointy ears, 
slender skulls and reduced molars. They have hind loges longer than hind legs, just like hyenas. 
Colours and markings: Dark stripes on buff yellow or dark brown fur. Intermittent spots or stripes on a pale grey-
white neck. Feet are usually solid black with irregular horizontal stripes. 
Digits: 5 on each foot.
Walking position: Quadruped and a digitigrade.
Teeth: Molars only.
Senses: No information
Sounds: Rarely makes a sound, only used when threatened. 
Tongue length: No information, but the tongue is flat and sticky.
Tail length: 20cm - 30cm 
Adult weight: 9kg - 14kg
Newborn weight: 275g
Sexual dimorphism: No differences.
Distribution: Found in two different areas; Eastern and Northeastern Africa and Southern Africa. 
Habitat: Open and grassy plains, but absent from forests or pure desert. 
Highest altitude: 2,000m
Migration: None, not a migrant.
System: Terrestrial
Current population trend: Stable
Primary diet: Exclusively eats termites, making them insectivores. They don't dig for their prey, they laps up on the 
ground. They can consume up to 300,000 termites every night. 
Trophic level: Carnivore, insectivore
Speed: 25mph 
Territorial: Males are extremely territorial.
Reproduction: They communicate through anal glands. The cubs remain underground for the first 
month. After that, they increase their foraging distance from the den every couple of months. They are 
dioecious and give live birth (viviparous) and, when born, the cubs are altricial (meaning they rely on 
their parents as they are helpless when born).
Mating period: June-July
Gestation period: 90 days
Raised by: Mother and father care for their young through the first year. Male aardwolves guard the 
den, while the females leave to forage. 
Eyes open:
Weaning period: 3-4 months
Sexual maturity: 1 year
Average time until independence: 1 year
How many newborns at once: 2-5
Breed interval: Annually
Teat number: 4
Behaviour: In the daytime, they retreat to the den, and they hunt termites during 
the night.
Social group size: 1
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Use: Consumed by indigenous tribes and used in medicine.
Threats: Farmers used to mistake them for their hyena counterparts or other predators. 
Heat source: Endothermic and homoiothermic.
Average basal metabolic rate: 11.56 watts
CITES: III in Botswana
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www.conversion.jonsay.co.uk/unitconverter.php?category=Animals&name=Aardwolf&unit=speed for running speed. 
www.commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:World_map_blank_without_borders.svg#/search for world map.

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/18372/0
http://www.speciesplus.net/#/taxon_concepts/7432/legal
http://www.itis.gov/servlet/SingleRpt/SingleRpt?search_topic=TSN&search_value=726269#null
http://www.eol.org/pages/925982/details
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ucumari/13422921045
http://www.conversion.jonsay.co.uk/unitconverter.php?category=Animals&name=Aardwolf&unit=speed
http://www.commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:World_map_blank_without_borders.svg#/search

